Doc # 30
Contest Advisory Committee

Semi-Annual Report

For the American Radio Relay League

Board of Directors Meeting

January  2010
Submitted by

Dick Green, WC1M
Chairman, CAC

190 Lyme Rd
Hanover, NH 03755
wc1m@msn.com
603.643.4451

Summary

Since the July 2009 Board meeting, the CAC has received one task, which was to study adding Low Power subcategories to ARRL contests that do not already have them. A tasking document was received on July 29, 2009. A copy of the tasking document is attached to this report.

Although the tasking was to be completed by December 1, 2009, it has not been completed yet. Late in our discussions, some members expressed concern that adding low power classification to single-band categories would significantly increase the number of certificates awarded, and would increase the chances that certificates could be awarded for categories having only a single entrant. This raised the more general question of whether certificates for single-band categories should be awarded by Section, as opposed to Division or Call Area. The topic was of sufficient interest to HQ that permission was granted to extend the tasking deadline. The Chair hopes to have the tasking completed by the end of January 2010.
There was no other formal business before the CAC during the period.

Administrative Notes

There have been no changes in CAC membership since January, 2009.

Respectfully submitted,

Dick Green, WC1M
CAC Chair

New England Division Representative

Low Power Tasking
For consideration by the Contest Advisory Committee
 

The PSC asks the CAC to study and report back to the PSC no later than 1 December, 2009
 

 

 

Question:  What are the pros and cons associated with adding Low Power subcategories to the Single-Op Unlimited, Multi-single, Multi-Two, Multi-Multi, and single band categories--where they already exist, in ARRL contests that do not already have Low Power subcategories therein?
 

Most of the single operator categories already have low power subdivisions.  The low power categories in the November Sweepstakes have long been the most popular categories in those contests.  We receive frequent comments and questions about why there aren't low power competitions in other popular categories such as Unlimited and Multi-Single.  Recognizing that it is not always possible or desirable to run amplifiers for long periods of contests, and that many participants live in urban areas, it seems reasonable to try to accommodate more low power competition.
 

Some questions/issues to be considered by the CAC include, but are not limited to:
 

*Would more categories dilute competition or increase competition?
 

*Would more categories in the low power group increase activity?
 

*The General Rules for HF Contests specify 150W PEP for the maximum power for Low Power categories. Is 150W still an appropriate limit? 

*Would a low power subcategory encourage more portable and DXpedition operation through providing a competition that didn't require carrying amplifiers on trips?
 

*Assuming that there will not be enough plaque or other award sponsors to pay for awards, would the offer of "pay if you win" awards be sufficient for top finishers (plaques)?  
 

*We generally accept that adding categories and awards increases the administrative burden of running the contest, so please don't address the added cost and time issues as part of this study.
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Atlantic – Mike Gilmer, N2MG


         

(P) 315-829-5291  

4600 State RT 26, Vernon, NY 13476-3706             

Email:  n2mg@contesting.com
Central – Greg W. Clark, K9IG                                
Email:  greg@k9ig.com
3700 W CR 100 S, Franklin, IN 46131

Dakota – Al Dewey, KØAD




(H) 763-550-0529

14800 38th Pl N, Plymouth, MN 55446-3341            

(W) 952-828-3112










Email:  aldewey@aol.com


Delta – Stan Stockton, K5GO




(P) 870-715-8228
P.O. Box 73






Email:  k5go@cox.net
Harrison, AR 72602-0073

Great Lakes – Dave Pruett, K8CC



(H)  734-481-0755

2727 Harris Rd., Ypsilanti, MI 48198



(W)  248-576-2063










Email:  k8cc@comcast.net
Hudson – Dr. George Wilner, K2ONP


Email:  k2onp@aol.com
336 Bulson Road, Troy, NY 12180


Midwest – Jim Cochran, KØRH




Email:  k0rh@cox.net
3600 W 77 N, Valley Center, KS 67147 
Chairman

New England – Dick Green, WC1M



(P) 603-643-4451 
190 Lyme Road, Hanover, NH 03755-6602
       

Email:  wc1m73@gmail.com
Northwestern – Jim Cassidy, KI7Y



Email:  ki7y@arrl.net
4224 S E View Acres Rd, Milwaukie, OR 97267

Pacific – Michael J. Gibson, KH6ND

          

(H) 808-487-8173

Box 31193, Honolulu, HI 96820

          

(C) 808-722-7973     

 








Email: kh6nd@hawaii.rr.com
Roanoke ‑ Don Daso, K4ZA




(H) 704-594-9853

515 Withershinn Drive, Charlotte NC  28262

cell/work 704-408-7948










Email:  k4za@juno.com

Rocky Mountain – Robert Neece, KØKR


(P) 303-830-7000


P.O. Box 3159, Boulder, CO 80307-3159
          

Email:  rneece@bwsm.com
Southeastern – Charles T. Wooten, NF4A


(H) 850-265-1249

P.O. Box 4183, Panama City, FL  32401


(C) 850-896-8076
          

Email:  nf4a@knology.net
Southwestern – Bruce Horn, WA7BNM


(P) 818-502-5180

4225 Farmdale Avenue, Studio City, CA 91604

Email:  bhorn@hornucopia.com

West Gulf – James K George, N3BB



Email:  n3bb@mindspring.com
14721 Bear Creek Pass, Austin, TX 78737

RAC – Samuel A Ferris, VE5SF 



Email: ve5sf@sasktel.net

2618 Laycock Bay, Regina SK S4V 1VP
Canada    
Board Liaison –  Tom Abernethy, W3TOM


(H) 301-292-6263 


1133 Apple Valley Road, PO Box 73



(C) 301-257-6225 

Accokeek, MD 20607





Email:  w3tom@arrl.org



Staff Liaison – Sean Kutzko, KX9X  
                   

(P) 860-594-0232

225 Main Street, Newington, CT 06111


Email: kx9x@arrl.org                      

Administrative Liaison – Sharon Taratula


(P) 860-594-0269

225 Main St., Newington, CT 06111



Email:  staratula@arrl.org
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