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Introduction

I would like to update the Board on the overall DXing environment during all of 2009. I have excerpted information from a year-end DX report prepared by Joe Reisert, W1JR, and published in the Daily DX. It serves our purposes very well and he has kindly agreed to allow me to use excerpts of his report.

                                2009 DXCC Year End Review
                                    by W1JR, Joe Reisert
________________________________________________________________

DX wise, the year 2009 was very similar to what we experienced in 2007 and 2008. There were approximately 284 DXCC entities activated during 2009, about 10 fewer than in 2008. CW still did not die since there were at least 255 entities active on CW but fewer than in 2008. Many stations with no code licenses, especially outside the USA, have been operating on CW and some have shown great CW skills.

One side effect is that we are seeing much more "599 TU" operations with not as much skill to copy other information. Some now say that we have developed a group of computer "code readers." At the same time, some SSB operators have noticed an increase in activity, especially during SSB contests.

The solar minimum first promised for October 2007 and then August 2008 turned out to be incorrect. Despite some recent small sunspots from the upcoming Solar Cycle 24, propagation hasn't really taken off. According to NOAA, it now looks like the Solar Minimum occurred in December of 2008. NASA  says that the start of Solar Cycle
24 will be later and hence shorter lived with a lower peak (probably less than 90 sunspots) peaking in May 2013. We hope that the long delay doesn't mean we will be having another Maunder Minimum! Only time will tell if we are finally going to see improved HF propagation.


Despite the lack of significant sunspots, there was still plenty of DX activity in 2009 albeit mostly concentrated on 160 through 17 meters. 160 Meters seems to be getting lots of DX activity but possibly at the expense of 80 Meters which does become active during contests. Several more entities have received permission to operate on 60 Meters bringing the total users almost to DXCC level. 40 Meters is still the night time breadwinner. The expansion of this band from 7100 to at least 7200 KHz for many of the Worlds entities has generated lots more activity, especially during contests. 30 meters is becoming very popular, sometimes being open 24 hours a day. 20 Meters is still the daytime breadwinner although 17 meters is sharing some of the load. During this year 10, 12 and 15 meters were spotty at best and then mostly only on the North/South or skewed paths. 
 
 
Many DX stations, especially the large scale DXpeditions now update their logs on the Internet during their operation. One of the most active Internet activities in 2009 was the use of the ARRL LogBook of the World. This was spurred on by the introduction of the ARRL "Triple Play Award" which was completely awarded on the basis of LoTW entries. Also, several of the large 2009 DXpeditions also put their logs directly into the LoTW. There are now over 250 million LoTW QSO entries and over 35,000 LoTW users, an increase of almost 25% over 2008! Most major contest logs and some awards now have to be submitted via the Internet.

There were a few major DX items of interest in 2009. One of the biggest surprises was when the ARRL Desk was able to certify that the 7O1YGF operation in 2000 was valid. Furthermore, 7O1YGF QSLs are still available and their logs were placed on the LoTW! Other highlights were the K5D operation from Desecheo Island and K4M from Midway
Island, areas that have restricted access and require special permission from the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). Let's hope that these superb operations and the work of the KP1-5 Project will yield future operations from other restricted areas, especially KP1, Navassa Island! FT5GA was finally operational after a long delay.
 

Issues/Concerns/feedback from the DX Community

We continue to hear favorable comments about the rapid turnaround at the DXCC desk. It appears that the backlogs and long delays of previous years are fixed. The ARRL BOD and DXCC desk deserve credit and thanks for successfully addressing that situation.

There is considerable excitement about the possibility of adding new DXCC entities when several islands in the Netherlands Antilles change their political status in the next year or so.  I am told that the DXCC desk will address the question of “start dates” in advance of the changes so as to avoid any controversy.

DXAC Study of Digital Mode DXCC Changes Completed

On May 29, 2009, The DXAC received the following task:

The Programs and Services Committee asks the DX Advisory Committee to consider possibilities for accommodating all the digital modes within the DXCC program.  Questions that could be considered (but not limited to) are: The addition of a new award, either endorsable or not, for 
additional modes; the addition of mode endorsements for the RTTY award; renaming the RTTY award to Digital and leaving the rest unchanged; start dates for any new awards; impact of present and future awards on band planning and use; and impacts upon DXpeditions.

The study has been completed and the recommendations have been forwarded to the P&SC.
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Personal Comments

I have served on the DXAC since 2001 and served as Chairman for the last three years. Recently I submitted my resignation to Greg Starett, W4OZK, my Division Director.  In my opinion it is time to step aside and allow another DXer have the opportunity to serve on the Committee.  It is my view that any Committee can get stale without the addition of new members with fresh ideas and enthusiasm to tackle meaningful assignments.

That concludes the DXAC report for the second half of 2009.  We all are hopeful for a prosperous and productive New Year.
Respectfully submitted,

Bob Allphin, K4UEE

Chairman, DX Advisory Committee

Southeastern Division Representative

- 3 -
DX ADVISORY COMMITTEE

January 2010
Note:  Chairman Bob Allphin, K4UEE, resigning January 2010

Southeastern – Bob Allphin, K4UEE (Chairman)


(P): 770-953-3828

4235 Blackland Dr., Marietta, GA 30067



Email: mallphin@aol.com

Atlantic – Chris Shalvoy, K2CS




(H): 585-586-6531 

512 Beechwood Dr., East Rochester, NY 14445-2036 

(W): 585-235-8815 x131 










Email: cshalvoy@worldnet.att.net
Central - Jim O’Connell, W9WU (Vice Chairman) 

(H): 708-482-7373

512 West Elm Ave., La Grange, IL 60525



(F): 708-401-0077





          
           Email:: w9wu@arrl.net
Dakota – Patrick Cain, KØPC




Email: k0pc@arrl.net




8608 Drake Ct., Chanhassen, MN 55317-8700



Delta – Floyd Gerald, N5FG





(P): 601-928-3922



17 Green Hollow Road, Wiggins, MS 39577



Email:  floydgee@datasync.com
Great Lakes – Kirk E. Swallow, W8QID 



(P): 513-729-1715

3137 Compton Rd. Cincinnati, OH 45251-2654


Email: w8qid@arrl.net
Hudson – John M. Sawina, NA2R




(P): 908-996-6274

61 Gallmeier Rd., Frenchtown, NJ 08825-3719


(C): 908-625-5622

Email: na2r@nac.net
Midwest – Bill Morgan, KØDEQ




(H): 573-364-1011

12012 County Road 3000, Rolla, MO 65401



Email:  billmorgan@wildblue.net
New England – Bob Beaudet, W1YRC



(P): 401-333-2129

30 Rocky Crest Road, Cumberland, RI 02864


Email:  w1yrc@verizon.net
Northwestern - Dick Moen, N7RO




(H): 360-734-0858

2935 Plymouth Dr., Bellingham, WA 98225


            Email: n7ro@arrl.net
Pacific – Ken Anderson, K6TA 




(P): 209-296-5577

Box 853, Pine Grove, CA 95665




Email: k6ta@arrl.net
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Roanoke – Gary Dixon, K4MQG




(H): 803-547-7450

1606 Crescent Rdg., Fort Mill, SC 29715



Email: gdixon@comporium.net
Rocky Mountain – Arne Gjerning, N7KA



(P): 505-898-3124

P.O. Box 1485, Corrales, NM 87048




Email: n7ka@comcast.net
Southwestern – Dr. Vince Thompson, K5VT


(H): 602-840-2653

3410 N. 4th Ave., Phoenix, AZ  85013



(W): 602-241-1944










Email: k5vt@aol.com
West Gulf –  Coy Day, N5OK




(P): 405-483-5632




20685 SW 29th St, Union City, OK 73090-6817


Email: n5ok@arrl.net


RAC – John Scott, VE1JS





(P): 902-834-2681

General Delivery, Sandy Cove, NS B0V 1E0, Canada

Email: scotts@sandycove-ns.ca
Board Liaison – Greg Widin, KØGW



Email:  k0gw@arrl.org
13457 6th St. N, Stillwater, MN 55082-1912

Staff Liaison –  Dave Patton, NN1N 



(W): 860-594-0272

225 Main St., Newington, CT 06111




Email: nn1n@arrl.org
Administrative Liaison – Sharon Taratula



(W): 860-594-0269

225 Main St., Newington, CT  06111




Email: staratula@arrl.org
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