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The VUAC continues to receive comments on the changes to the EME rules that had eliminated the “assisted class” of participation starting with the Fall 2009 ARRL International EME Competition. In  2009 the VUAC had developed a whitepaper that explains the reasoning and rational for the VUAC’s recommended rule changes to the ARRL International EME Contest. It should be noted that in contrast to the use of the word “assistance” such as applied in HF contesting, in the EME operating arena it has come to indicate a combination of self-spotting, and on-going communications by non-amateur means to facilitate a contact. This form of assistance is allowed on the microwave bands above 1296 Mhz but had been eliminated by this rule change on the lower bands. In arriving at the decision to remove the “assisted” category of competition the Committee had sought and received input from the EME community. It should also be noted that within the small group of EME enthusiasts the topic of the use of “assistance” on the lower bands during the contest period is an extremely sensitive and polarizing issue. The announcement of the EME rules changes precipitated an EME-Competition protest movement that has sought to indicate their displeasure with the elimination of the assisted category by boycotting log submission for the Contest. In 2007 there were 180 entries, in 2008 there were 140 and now in 2009 the logs received at the close of the submission period stands at 111 entries. Since this issue has evenly divided the EME contesting community and the impact has been noted, the Committee has continued to receive public comment and to discuss this topic internally.

The VUAC had been asked to re-visit the Contest Rules for contact on frequencies above 300 GHz. Central to the discussion has been the requirement for the use of “coherent” sources for emitters in “Rule 1.2 - light” for what is generally referred to as laser contacts.  The Committee is presently developing final language and discussing the final details of a future recommendation.

The VUAC was requested to develop recommendations for new VHF/UHF operating awards by the Programs and Services Committee;  there has been no formal recommendation developed.
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