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The Historical Committee cares for and administers the ARRL’s considerable collection of preserved documents, photographs and donated artifacts.  Most of these are located in a caged area on the 2nd floor of the League’s offices in Newington, Connecticut, and many of the artifacts are displayed in the foyer and first floor hallway.  Care and cataloging of the collection are provided by the part-time services of Perry Williams W1UED, and volunteers, principally Charles Griffin W1GYR.

Thanks to Mary Hobart and Director Bob Vallio, we were successful in obtaining two YASME Foundation grants - first for $20k and then $25k.  The main purpose of these grants is to digitize as many of the League’s archival/historical photographs as possible, preserving them for future scholars in a more durable form.  Jon Bloom and Mary Hobart visited to Perry Williams to review the catalog he is building with an eye to linking the digitized documents to that catalog.  Jon is satisfied that we can effectively create such a link with thumbnails for each scanned document.  Jon and Mary also looked at space in Perry’s area where the scanner, and an individual to do the scanning under Perry’s tutelage can be housed.  Early in January one final piece of information before purchasing the scanner will be filled.  The challenge is to identify an individual to do the scanning, since Mary has had no responses to the job posting for an intern that she placed at two area colleges and at the Connecticut Historical Society early in the fall.
Director Tom Frenaye has been in contact with The Institute of Museum and Library Services Connecting to Collections Bookshelf last year or not (see below) - looking at the lists of organizations who received the Bookshelf doesn't show our name in either one.  There is a 3rd round for applications, deadline March 9th. Director Frenaye feels we have a very good chance of getting on the list to get a copy of the collection, if we were to submit an application.  Contents of the collection are online at http://www.aaslh.org/Bookshelf/BookshelfInfoPage.htm.  He received a reminder postcard in the mail January 7, 2009, encouraging us to apply.
Accessions/Acquisitions 2008 (per Perry Williams):
1. Baker, Keith D. Baker, VE2XL and his wife Patricia J. Baker VE2XS, donated a Browning Visual Frequency Monitor 1936 vintage during their visit to HQ 11/25/2008. It had been given to Horace McNeill [SK VO3X] by George Bailey, W1KH, 1936 Vice President of ARRL, to use in communicating with vessels exploring the coast of Newfoundland in the mid 1930s; the maritime operators on these boats also had amateur licenses and equipment.  The device allowed the land-based amateurs to zero beat to the ships’ ham rigs with an “electric eye.” 
2. Thomas M Hart, AD1B, 54 Hermaine Ave., Dedham, MA 02026-6321 USA probably using a set of “QST View,” on and off in 2008, compiled a complete list of QST advertisers by issue from 1915 to 1999, and then donated copies on paper and on CDs to HQ.  Each issue took him a workday to input.  What a labor of love!  Bob Inderbitzen and Deb Jahnke have the paper copies; Jon Bloom in web services has the CD, I think.  These are part of Archives overall, and should return here when no longer needed.
3. The first thing a visitor sees upon entering the foyer of W1AW these days is the big roll-top desk of Hiram Percy Maxim.  It was donated by Frances Beekley Haviland, daughter of F. Cheney Beekley, former advertising manager of QST, June 13, 2008.  A vintage a.m. ham station sits upon it.
4. The K B Warner clock, donated to ARRL in 1996, commemorated the first transatlantic two-way amateur radio contact which took place on November 27, 1923 when ARRL Traffic Manager Fred Schnell, 1MO, West Hartford, CT, communicated for almost two hours with Leon Deloy, 8AB, in Nice, France.  The clock – the gift of Warner’s children, Bettyjean “bj” Warner Averitt and Richard Maxim Warner (once featured in the ARRL museum) – is in a display case not far from Maxim’s desk.
5. The next item, dear to all hams who love DXing and its top award, DXCC, is the Charlie Mellen, W1FH, Memorial DX Collection, donated by his daughter Jill Mellen Kottis, through the kind assistance of Bob Beaudet, W1YRC, comprising the following items: W1FH QSL  Albums, Cards, Photos, Logs, Certificates and Memorabilia.  Bob and Ed Haskell, K5RJI, his Assistant SM for Rhode Island, brought most of the collection down on May 28, 2008.  The Program and Services Department envisions a “World of DXing” display in the main lobby of HQ to honor W1FH who earned the first postwar DXCC Awards on both phone and cw.
6. Finally, Richard F. Gillette of Tower Lakes Illinois has greatly added to the archives regarding Grote Reber, ex-W9GFZ, who is often considered the father of modern radio astronomy.  Gillette sent us an obituary notice on Reber who died December 20, 2002 in Tasmania, Australia, where he had been living for more than 50 years.  There are other newspaper clippings, photographs, information on honors and awards and the like.
Summary of work on the “attic collection” in the past five years: 66 file drawers considered complete,another 49 sorted by Charles, to be edited and labeled by Perry, and about 17 drawers-equivalents still to be researched.  Some additional files have been received from inside the building and more are expected. – Perry W1UED 1-15-2009
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