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To the American Radio Relay League

Board of Directors

Submitted by

Bob Allphin, K4UEE

Chairman, DX Advisory Committee

Southeastern Division Representative

Introduction

I would like to update the Board on the overall DXing environment in the second six months of 2008. I have excerpted information from a year-end report prepared by Joe Reisert, W1JR, and published in the Daily DX. It serves our purposes very well and he has kindly agreed to allow me to use parts of his report.


”DX- wise, the year 2008 was very similar to what we experienced in
2007. The solar minimum, promised for October 2007 with 3.0 average
sunspots, turned out to be a false finish. Despite some small sunspots
from the upcoming Solar Cycle 24, Solar Cycle 23 hasn't died yet and
Solar Cycle 24 hasn't really taken off. In fact, it now looks like
there was a double minimum 10 months apart and that August 2008 had
even fewer average sunspots (1.1) then October 2007.

Very few solar disturbances occurred in 2008 except for a small one at
the end of March with the solar flux mainly staying at 70 or below all
year. With so few sunspots and low solar flux, good DX propagation is
still mainly confined to the lower HF bands. Since official sunspot
numbers are a moving index that is 9 months after the fact, the
waiting game for Solar Cycle 24 taking off goes on!”

“That being said, there was still plenty of DX activity in 2008 albeit
mostly concentrated on 160 through 17 meters with 20 meters being the
bread winner although 17 meters was not too far behind during daylight
hours. 30 meters is becoming more popular and so far over 75 DXCC
entities have appeared on 60 meters despite the fact that USA stations
are limited to 5 channels, USB only and 50 pep watts into a
dipole. 10 through 15 meters were spotty at best and then mostly only
on the North/South paths. Some sporadic E propagation especially in
June and July did enhance DX but this was not due to increased
sunspots.”

Focusing on the 2nd half of 2008,and since our last report, “July saw activity from CY0 (Sable Island) and FJ (St. Barthelemy) primarily dedicated to 6 meters but with some random HF activity. August had many stations on from the Beijing Olympics sporting BT call signs. KM9D put on a short operation from H40 and another station activated FO/M (Marquesas) in September.”

”October through the end of the year provided increased activity from
some rarer entities. VK9DWX put on a large scale all HF band operation
from Willis Island. More 9L DXpeditions came on from Sierra Leone and
it's off shore islands for IOTA seekers. JA8BMK did a grand slam by
operating from all the T3 entities as T30XX, T33ZZ, T31DX and finally
T32YY. Both VU7 (Lakshadweep I.) and VU4 (Andaman I) were also
activated on all HF bands. Other semi-rare operations included 3X
(Rep. of Guinea) and HK0 (counting for San Andres) from former deleted
entities of Bajo Nuevo and Serrana Bank.”



Issues/Concerns/feedback from the DX community

Prior to preparing this report, I surveyed the DXAC representatives in their respective Divisions.  They universally reported that on the DX front, things are pretty quiet.  There are a number of favorable comments about the reduced backlog at the DXCC desk. It was running fifteen weeks in early 2008 and at the time of our last report, had been reduced to seven-eight weeks at mid-year.  It now appears that the backlog at the DXCC desk has been reduced further to approximately four weeks. The ARRL BOD and DXCC desk deserve credit and thanks for successfully addressing that situation.

Several of the DXAC representatives inquired as to the status of the DXAC report to the Board filed on May 13, 2008, entitled “Impact on DXing and the DXCC program of Remote Operations”.  I responded that I had not heard anything about it’s status.
Lastly, several representatives expressed support for the ARRL’s position on the addition of Kosovo to the DXCC list.  They agreed that it didn’t fit the DXCC criteria as currently established.  One or two suggested that maybe there should be another look at the criteria with the thought that there should be “new” criteria for entities such as Kosovo.  

This is not a widely held opinion however.

That concludes the DXAC report for the second half of 2008.  We all are hopeful for a prosperous and productive New Year and the return of sunspots.
Respectfully submitted,

Bob Allphin, K4UEE

Chairman, DX Advisory Committee

Southeastern Division Representative
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DX ADVISORY COMMITTEE

January 1, 2009

Southeastern – Bob Allphin, K4UEE (Chairman)


(P): 770-953-3828

4235 Blackland Dr., Marietta, GA 30067



Email: mallphin@aol.com

Atlantic – Chris Shalvoy, K2CS




(H): 585-586-6531 

512 Beechwood Dr., East Rochester, NY 14445-2036 

(W): 585-235-8815 x131 











Email: cshalvoy@worldnet.att.net
Central - Jim O’Connell, W9WU (Chairman)


(H): 708-482-7373

512 West Elm Ave., La Grange, IL 60525



(F): 708-401-0077





           

         Email: w9wu@arrl.net
Dakota – Patrick Cain, KØPC

8608 Drake Ct., Chanhassen, MN 55317-8700


Email: k0pc@arrl.net
Delta – Floyd Gerald, N5FG





Email:  floydgee@datasync.com
17 Green Hollow Road, Wiggins, MS 39577

Great Lakes – Kirk E. Swallow, W8QID 



(P): 513-729-1715

3137 Compton Rd. Cincinnati, OH 45251-2654


Email: w8qid@arrl.net
Hudson – John M. Sawina, NA2R




(P): 908-996-6274

61 Gallmeier Rd., Frenchtown, NJ 08825-3719


(C): 908-625-5622

Email: na2r@nac.net
Midwest – Bill Morgan, KØDEQ




(H): 573-364-1011

12012 County Road 3000, Rolla, MO 65401



Email:  billmorgan@wildblue.net
New England – Bob Beaudet, W1YRC



(P): 401-333-2129

30 Rocky Crest Road, Cumberland, RI 02864


Email:  w1yrc@verizon.net
Northwestern - Dick Moen, N7RO




(H): 360-734-0858

2935 Plymouth Dr., Bellingham, WA 98225


            Email: n7ro@arrl.net
Pacific – Ken Anderson, K6TA 




(P): 209-296-5577

Box 853, Pine Grove, CA 95665




Email: k6ta@arrl.net
Roanoke – Gary Dixon, K4MQG




(H): 803-547-7450

1606 Crescent Rdg., Fort Mill, SC 29715



Email: gdixon@comporium.net
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Rocky Mountain – Arne Gjerning, N7KA



(P): 505-898-3124

P.O. Box 1485, Corrales, NM 87048




Email: n7ka@comcast.net
Southwestern – Dr. Vince Thompson, K5VT


(H): 602-840-2653

3410 N. 4th Ave., Phoenix, AZ  85013



(W): 602-241-1944










Email: k5vt@aol.com
West Gulf – John Warren, NT5C




(H): 512-255-6653 

3517 Gattis School Rd., Round Rock, TX 78664


Email: nt5c@texas.net
RAC – John Scott, VE1JS





(P): 902-834-2681

General Delivery, Sandy Cove, NS B0V 1E0, Canada

Email: scotts@sandycove-ns.ca
Board Liaison – Bob Vallio, W6RGG



(P): 510-537-6704
18655 Sheffield Rd, Castro Valley, CA 94546


Email:  w6rgg@arrl.org



Staff Liaison –  Dave Patton, NN1N 



(P): 860-594-0272

225 Main St., Newington, CT 06111




Email: nn1n@arrl.org
Administrative Liaison – Sharon Taratula



(W) 860-594-0269

225 Main St., Newington, CT  06111




Email: staratula@arrl.org
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